
LIBERTY TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

ORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 8,2025 @ 5:00 P'M'

CALL TO ORDER:
eir*l Offt*tthawn-McFarland called the meeting to order'

OFFICIALS ATTENDING:
n McFarland and Gene Cole

ELECTION OF 2024 OFFICERS:
Fiscai oflicer op.n.Iffi-o-.ff-*minations for 2025 chairman. Gene Stump moved to nominate Evan

Stur-r-rp to be chairman, Eva. Str-unp seconded t1're motion. vote: E. Stump - yeS, G' Stur-'p - yes' Motion

carried. Eva, Stump rnoved to no'rinate Gene Stump to be vice chairman. Gene Sturnp seconded tl're motion'

Vote: G. Stump - yes, E,. Str-rrnp - yes' Motion carried' T1-re meeting was turned over to the new Chairman'

Ilvan Stump. ih. Ttt ttees are the Audit Committee'

o 2

Regarding the Zoning Committee and Zoning

per meeting. Gene StumP

Commi ttee at $50 per meeting.

Appeals Board, discuss ion u,as held regarding keeping paY at $50

moved to keeP the PaY per meeting for the ZontngApPeais Board and tlre Zontng

Evan Stump seconded the motion. Vote G. Sturnp - Yes, E. StumP - Yes'

Motion carried.

Ge,e stump moved to keep the hourly pay for generanabor and reaf pick-up labor at $19'00. Evan Stump

seconded t1-re motiotl. Vote: G. Stump - yes, E- Stump - yes' Motion carried'

Ge,e Stump r.roved to set the hourly pay for snor,v prowing rabor at $22.00 with cDL. Evan Stump seconded

the motiorl. Vote: G. Str-rn"rp - yes, l1' Sttlmp - yes' N4otion carried'

Evan Stump staled that Jim Holley and Brandon Andrervs are already on the list for suow plow drivers fiom

2024. Aletter of Interesr r,vas submitted by Stepl-ren Arnott to assisiwith snou'plowing ar-rd Zoning Appeals

Boarcl. E'an Str-uup stated that Stephe,] 1",u, lris blass B CDL. E,ar-r Sturnp moved to hire B,andon Audrews'

Jilr IJolle,v. ard Stephen .A\rnott as snow plow dri,ers lor 2025. Gene Stump seconded. vote: G. Stump - Ye S,

lr. Stump - Yes. Motion carried'

E'an Stump moved to enter Executive Session for personnel matters to consider appointment, employment'

disrnissal, discipline, p.or-t otio,r, det,otion, o' to-ptn'ation of a public ernployee or official with the Trustees'

Gene Cole, Jeff Janes (not in attendance), f lre Ctrief J9:.pl Morton (not yel in attendance)' and resident Ken

Clark. Gene Stump seco,ded. ROLL CXy1-VOTE: Mr, Evan Stump - YeS, Mr' Gene Stump' yes' Motion

carried.

Iiva* Stump r.'o,ed to co,re out orExecr-rtive Session. Gene Str-rmp seconclecl. R'LL .ALL vorE: Mr' Evan

Stur-np - ye;, Mr. Gene Stump - yes' Motion carried'

Ge,e Str-,,p mo'ed to appoi.t Ke, clark as Trustee to 1111 the ope. position vacated due to tire resignation of



tbrmer Trustee. Eva. Str,rmp seco,ded the motion. Vole: G. Sturnp - yes, E' Stump - yes' Motion carried'

Fiscal Officer swore in Trustee Ken ciark with the oath of office and Ken clark took a seat at the table with

the other Trustees' . r ^n^r. 'ntment to

Fiscal officer Shawn Mclrarrand presented the T,nstees wi-th Resolution 1-2025: certificate of Appot

Fill Vacancv ln Ofllce Of TLustee l* L'b;; ro*n'l'ip''11"il 6ottnty' Ohio' The Resolution was read

ator.rd. Evan Str-rmp moved to adopt ,1-'" R;;1tni"{. ffi:::t*p''*"'a"i the motion' R,LL CALL V.TE:

Mr. Evan Sturnp - y;;, Mr' Gene-Stump' yes' Motion carried'

Gene Stump stated that regardine bgn{for the new Trustee, iegal counser cindy Landy advised to contact

.TARMA to see rr*. n.!a.d bond. F;;^ioii,cer McFarlffi;;"d he spoke *itt' wtnay French at Acrisure

(co,.rpan.v ,r1-,o .,rd.rriri* o,.,,. orARM;inr.oun.. p.li.yi:;"d '[t'uutti 
that our policy has Faithfr'rl

Dischar.ge of Duty coverage, ffil.h *"rld ;;;ii., or n..a*g u bond. Legal counsel is drarving up a

Resoiurio, to be signed ar trre Febru*y i;;; meeting. c.i. stu,op reiterated that this coverage will take

piace for.any erecteioiir.iui and no rrona, **r be purchase;;;;"f"ilur* u, Iong as this coverage is in place'

Mr. Gene Stump arso confirmed that tn" n.roiution and outrr"or olmce wirl need io be taken to the Hancock

county Board or ei.rtions. Mr. rrl.ruriunJstated that he *iir1*. ,rrat ro the BoE once signed'

Ge'estnmpmovedrokeeprheyearry^salaryfortheAssista'rtFi'ecrriefsat$2500'00' 
EvanStumpseconded

rhe rrori.r. vorc: ll. Sruurp -ycs, (i. sir,"tl-1.r, I(cn clark -.vcs' N4otion carriccl'

Discussion fbrowed regarding pay for the Fire captains and Lieutenants' Keu clark asked if the current saiary

was typical with other departments.. nrun s,u-p stated thut *itt the run volume a,d budget' Liberty Tow,ship

pays a little more th;;;;f,";r, but with g""a-.urr.. Ken crark-moved to keep tire captains pay at $750 per

year. Gene Stump seconded the motior-r' vote: E' Stump -yes' G' Stump - Yes' Ken clark - yes' Motion

carlied.

Gene Srump moved to keep the Lieutenants pay at $750 per.year. Evan Stump seconded the ,-rotion' vote: E'

Stuinp - yes, G, Stump - yt', Ken Clark - yes' Motion carried'

Gene Stump moved to keep the run/fuel reimbursement for the Fire Department at $15'00 per run' with the

chance to re-visit if fuel prices increase. {." ci"rt seconded trre motion. vote: Ken clark - Y€S' E' Stump -

yes, G. Str-rmp - yes. Motion carried'

.,.l-iere 

'r,as 
a brel discussio, regarclir-rg tl're Zo.ing Inspector's contracl' Gene Str'lmp rnoved to give Gene cole'

Zoning Inspector/operations Manager uii iuy iaise effect*. i,rnr.alately, revisiting with new contLact when

current contract expires. Ken Clark ,ecorrded tiie motion. Vote: Il. Stump -yes, G. Stump - YeS' I(en clark -

yes. Motion carried.

Regarding Jetf Janes a.d his cr,u.r.ent rate of pay, Evan stump asked wrrat current pay rate is' Mr' McFarland

acj'isecr$23.00perhor.rr. Genesrr-rmp,rud.amotiontoreepcurrentpayof$z:'ooperiroura,drevisitin6
rront'rs. Evan Stunp seconded the motiou. vote: E. Str',np -yes, G' Stutnp - YeS' I(e. clark - yes' Motio,

carried.

ReappointmentofZontngCommissionandZontngAppgalsBoard'GeneColestatedthatTomKocheiserts
interested in staying on Zoning co,r,rirrioo n.u"n zlisloft is also i'terested in staying on the zontng Appeals



Board. Evan Stunrp made a motion to appoint stlne1-a'^1::' uno Scott Jones to the zonrngAppeals Board and

reaopoi,t the Zoning Appears Board and Zoning iom,rissio;;""b;;t' vote: E' Stump -yes' K' clark - YeS'

C.i,i s,..'n,p - abstain' Motion carried'

Gene Stump moved for the Fiscal officer salary to be the maximum permitte.d per the ohio Revised code' Ken

clark seconded the motion. vote: E. S,*-p -V.r, G. Stump:;;t''^Ii; ilark - yes' Motion carried'

I(en clark moved for the Trustees sarary to be the ,.iaximum permitted p.llh? ohio Revised code' Evan

Sru'.rp seconded ,t.'.,roiion- vote: E. S,r,op -yes, G. S*-p"- yt;, itt; clark - 'ves' 
Motion carried'

Discussior-r on setting the meeti'g dates for the year. Evan Stump presented the,Trustees with a proposed

schedr-rle for the *..-ting for the y.ur, nrL-iiun p rnove$," ,.iirr. meeting dates per the proposed scheduie

presented. Gene Stump-seconded tl,t *oiio"' Voie: E' St,mp -yes' G' Stump - yt'' Ken Clark - yes' Motion

carried.

llva' St,mp r.novecJ to appoir-rt I(en^Clark as thesafet'C]lili*u"' Gene Stump secondecl the motio,' Vote: E'

Stt-tmp - yes, G. S,'-p Iytt' f<tn Clark - yes' Motion carried'

Evan Stump moved to appoint Gene Stump as Road chairman. Ken clark seconded the motion' vote: E'

Stump -yes, G. s,r-i -;; Ken Ciark - ytt' Motion carried'

Fiscal Offrcer McFarland pointed out that the proposed.November date of November 11 is a federal holiday

(Vereran,s Doy) Er;;; S,u-p tnade a;;;*,'i" ame"d tht No"''ber meeting date to November 10 due to

No,er.nber i 1 being veteran,s puy. c.n.-s*n p seconded it-r. ,rotion. vote: E" St,rnp -yes' G' Stump - yes'

I(en Clarli - yes. Motior-r carried'

Evan Stu,rp moved for Township e,rployees to lblror.v the 2oz5 Horiday Schedule that I-lancock county

employees fotto,v. Ken Ciark ,..or',a.J the rnotion' Vote: ;' 
';;p 

-yes' G' Stump - Y.s' Ken Clark - yes'

Motion carlied.

Iriscal ofilcer Mc'arlard has hired Fla,nah Brown as a Fiscal ollcer Assistant' oiLc states that while a

DepLrty Fiscai oni..' o 
'.quir.a 

to r.eside in the township, un arritturt rriscal ollrcer does not have to be a

Lesident. Discussion was had regarding hours needed and rate of pay. Trustees spoke to Hannah about the

rvork she is currently doing with Mario, io*"f ip and the C""tV E'gintt''s.Oince' Gene Stump made a

motion to pay trie Fiscal o?fice, Assistant .t sis ier hour. g"., str*i seconded the ,rotion' vote: E' Stump

- ycs. G. Sturnp - YeS, Ken Clark * yes' Motion carried'

Evar-r Stu,rp rnoved to enter Executive Session for personner matters to consider appointrnent, employment'

disrnissal. drsciprine, pr.omotion, dernotion, o, .o,rp.nrarrol of a public :Tp-l9y..r 
or official with the Trustees

and Fire chiei Joseph Morto,. Ken crark ,..o,rd.,r. ROLL CALL voTE:-Mr. Evan Str-rmp - -ves' Mr' Gene

Stu,rp - yes, Mr. Ken Clark - yes' Motion carlied'

E,an Sturnrr moved to come out of Executive Session. Gene Sturnp seconded' R.LL .ALL vorE: Mr' Evan

Stump - )'eS, lvir' Gerie Stump - YeS, Mr' I(en Clark - yes' Motiolr carried'

Gene Sti-rmp moved to settire yearry sarary forthe lrire chier at $10,200.00 rvith a six-,ronth review' Ke,

clark seconded the motion. vote: E. Stump -yes, G' St',',op- yt'' Ktn clark - yes' Motion carried'



with no further organizational business to come before the Trustees, Gene Stump moved to adjourn the

orsanizationar meering. Evan Stump ,J;;;ilr; motion. vote: E' Stump -yt'' c' Stump - Yes' Ken clark -

y."r. Motion carried'

ATTEST

Shawn McF , Fiscal Officer

Gene , Vice
Ken Clark, Trustee

,€a
Evan



Shawn McFarland,

tib effiy TownshiP T'rnnstees
7692 CowtY Road 140

FindlaY, Ohio 45840

4r9'957 -4625

Sharvt.t C. N4cFarland, Fiscal Ofiicer

NEWS RELEASE

..BECAUSE THE PEOPLE MUST KNOW"

The Liberty Township Trustees met in-special session on January 8'2025 at 5:00 p'm' to

elect officers and re-organize for the y"u,i[AS' The slate of officials willbe as follows:

Chairman, Evan StumP

Vice Chairntan, Gene StumP

Kemeth Clark, Trustee (appointed to complete the remainder of the term vacated by Jeff

I{unker)

Fiscai Officer, Shawn McFarland

In other action taken by the Trustees, Gene cole remains the Township's Zoning

Inspector/operations 
-Mur^g.r. 

Flannah Brown was hired as Part-Time Fiscal officer

Assistant.

Trustees regular meetings wi1l be advertised each month in The courier and will also be

posted to the townshiP website'

The Zoning comrnission will meet monthly at the township house on the 1't Tuesday of

every month at 7:00 P.rn'

Liberty Torvnship's Board of Zoning Appeals Yll*.^.t as" necessary arrd all meetings

willbeadvertisedintheLegalNoticesectionofTl-reCourier.

A1r unschedured meetings for the T'rustees and Zoni.g co,1nlission will be advertised in

advance and public hearings rvili be published in the Legal Sectior-i of The courier'

The General Publlc is welcome to

BILL TO: 1692 CR 140, Findlay' OH 45840

Fiscal


